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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This communication is responsive to the RCE and Amendment filed 06/12/2009. 

2. Claims 46, 47, 49-61, 63-75, 77-87 are pending in this application. Claims 46, 60 and 74 
are independent claims. In the instant Amendment, claims 1-45, 48, 62 and 76 were canceled 
and Claims 46, 60 and 74 are amended. 

3. The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can be found 
in a prior Office action. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

4. Claims 46, 47, 49-61, 63-75, 77-87 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Venturino (US Pub No.: 2004/0051741) in view of Gardner (US Pub No.: 
2005/0076312). 

As to claim 46 , Venturino discloses a method of providing a user interface on a cellularly 
communicative device comprising a display, a keypad including a plurality of alpha or numeric 
keys and a dynamically assignable function key (such as, cell phones, personal digital assistants, 
portable computers and the like, paragraph [0012]). 

However Venturino does not explicitly discloses wherein the dynamically assignable 
function key is not one of the alpha or numeric keys of the keypad, the method comprising steps 
of: displaying a first screen on the display, the first screen concurrently comprising: 

(a) a first level menu providing a plurality of functional groupings for user selection, on a 
first area of the displayed first screen, wherein the functional groupings include call messaging, 
contacts list, obtaining device services, recent calls, and settings and tools; and 
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(b) on a second area of the displayed first screen, a second level menu of 
choices for user selection from within a selected one of the functional groupings of the first level 
menu; responsive to a cursor control input from a user, moving a cursor on the display across at 
least the second level menu to indicate a selection of one of the choices on the displayed second 
level menu; responsive to a user acceptance of the selected one of the choices, displaying a 
second screen on the display, the second screen concurrently comprising: 

(a) an area containing information relating to the selected choice; and 

(b) a key assignment area displaying a function of the cellular communicative device 
associated with the selected choice, dynamically assigned to the function key of the cellular 
communicative device; and performing the dynamically assigned function associated with the 
selected choice, on the cellular communicative device, upon user activation of the function key 
during the display of the second screen. 

Gardner from the similar field of endeavor discloses wherein the dynamically assignable 
function key is not one of the alpha or numeric keys of the keypad (such as, dynamically 
generated menu 30, that lets users easily expand or collapse a multilevel hierarchical structure 40 
to a specific level of expansion, paragraph [0017]), the method comprising steps of: 

displaying a first screen on the display (Figure 1 , abstract), the first screen concurrently 
comprising: 

(a) a first level menu providing a plurality of functional groupings for user selection on a 
first area of the displayed first screen (such as, Each displayed entry in this menu, positioned 
both below and above the identified node, can be clicked to cause the hierarchical structure to 
expand or collapse to that display level, abstract, such as, wherein clicking the icon 10 next to a 
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selected node 20' while the "+" symbol is displayed causes the descendant nodes 20a directly 
under the selected node 20' to display, paragraph [0016]), wherein the functional groupings 
include call messaging, contacts list, obtaining device services, recent calls, and settings and 
tools (such as, Figure 1 (element 10)) ; and 

(b) on a second area of the displayed first screen, a second level menu of 
choices for user selection from within a selected one of the functional groupings of the first level 
menu (such as, Figure 1 (element 20)) ; responsive to a cursor control input from a user, moving 
a cursor on the display across at least the second level menu to indicate a selection of one of the 
choices on the displayed second level menu (such as, Figure 1 (element 30); responsive to a user 
acceptance of the selected one of the choices, displaying a second screen on the display, the 
second screen concurrently comprising: 

(a) an area containing information relating to the selected choice (such as, Figure 1 
(element 30); and 

(b) a key assignment area displaying a function of the cellular communicative device 
associated with the selected choice, dynamically assigned to the function key of the cellular 
communicative device; and performing the dynamically assigned function associated with the 
selected choice, on the cellular communicative device, upon user activation of the function key 
during the display of the second screen (such as, Icon 1 0 in figure 1 , while the "+" symbol is 
displayed causes the descendant nodes 20a directly under the selected node 20' to display and the 
multilevel expand/collapse navigation aid also provides an unobtrusive mechanism, in the form 
of a dynamically generated menu 30, that lets users easily expand or collapse a multilevel 
hierarchical structure 40 to a specific level of expansion, paragraph [0017]). 
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It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify Venturino's 
teaching with the teaching of Gardner to provide a navigation aid that allows a specific branch of 
a multilevel hierarchical structure to be expanded (or collapsed) multiple display levels with a 
single action. 

As to claim 47 , Venturino discloses further comprising: providing a system background 
display screen, wherein the background display screen is selectable by the user (paragraph 
[0073]). 

As to claim 49, Venturino discloses wherein the first level menu comprises icons visually 
evocative of the respective functional groupings (paragraph [0078]). 

As to claim 50 , Venturino discloses wherein the displayed second level menu presents the 
choices arranged in a prescribed order (abstract and paragraph [0005]). 

As to claim 51 , Venturino discloses wherein the prescribed order is a function of a 
previous user selection of the one or more of the choices (abstract, paragraph [0005], [0078] and 
[0123]). 



As to claim 52 , Venturino discloses wherein the prescribed order is a function of 
frequency of previous user selections of the one or more of the choices (Paragraph 0199). 
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As to claim 53 , Venturino discloses wherein: the first level menu includes a call 
messaging functional grouping, and the second level menu includes choices selected from the 
group consisting of: creating a message, voicemail, inbox, outbox, draft messages, e-mail 
messages and instant messages (such as, first user activated means for sequentially navigating 
through the displayed menu of user selectable options; and second user activated means for 
directly choosing a predetermined one of the options without having to navigate sequentially 
through the options, abstract). 

As to claim 54 , Venturino discloses wherein: the first level menu includes a device 
services functional grouping, and the second level menu includes a for-pay service choice (such 
as, first user activated means for sequentially navigating through the displayed menu of user 
selectable options; and second user activated means for directly choosing a predetermined one of 
the options without having to navigate sequentially through the options, abstract). 

As to claim 55 , Venturino discloses wherein: the first level menu includes a device 
services functional grouping, and the second level menu includes choices selected from the 
group consisting of: receiving music, receiving games, receiving pictures, receiving movies, 
receiving news, and receiving information (such as, first user activated means for sequentially 
navigating through the displayed menu of user selectable options; and second user activated 
means for directly choosing a predetermined one of the options without having to navigate 
sequentially through the options, abstract). 
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As to claim 56 , Venturino discloses wherein: the first level menu includes a contacts 
functional grouping, and the second level menu includes choices selected from the group 
consisting of: new contacts, contacts list, groups, and speed dial (such as, first user activated 
means for sequentially navigating through the displayed menu of user selectable options; and 
second user activated means for directly choosing a predetermined one of the options without 
having to navigate sequentially through the options, abstract). 

As to claim 57 , Venturino discloses wherein: the first level menu includes a recent calls 
functional grouping, and the second level menu includes choices selected from the group 
consisting of: all calls, missed calls, received calls, and numbers called dial (such as, first user 
activated means for sequentially navigating through the displayed menu of user selectable 
options; and second user activated means for directly choosing a predetermined one of the 
options without having to navigate sequentially through the options, abstract). 

As to claim 58 , Venturino discloses wherein: the first level menu includes a settings and 
tools functional grouping, and the second level menu includes choices selected from the group 
consisting of: device tools, device modes, device settings, call settings, system settings, 
accessories, time settings, and date settings (such as, first user activated means for sequentially 
navigating through the displayed menu of user selectable options; and second user activated 
means for directly choosing a predetermined one of the options without having to navigate 
sequentially through the options, abstract). 
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As to claim 59 , Gardner discloses wherein the key assignment area of the second screen 
displays a plurality of functions dynamically assigned to a plurality of the keys of the keypad 
(such as Figure 1 (element 10)). 

Claims 60 and 74 are similar in scope to claim 46 respectively, and are therefore rejected 
under similar rationale. 

Claims 61 and 75 are similar in scope to claim 47 respectively, and are therefore rejected 
under similar rationale. 

Claims 63 and 77 are similar in scope to claim 49 respectively, and are therefore rejected 
under similar rationale. 

Claims 64 and 78 are similar in scope to claim 50 respectively, and are therefore 
rejected under similar rationale. 

Claims 65 and 79 are similar in scope to claim 51 respectively, and are therefore rejected 
under similar rationale. 

Claims 66 and 80 are similar in scope to claim 52 respectively, and are therefore rejected 
under similar rationale. 

Claims 67 and 81 are similar in scope to claim 53 respectively, and are therefore rejected 
under similar rationale. 

Claims 68 and 82 are similar in scope to claim 54 respectively, and are therefore rejected 
under similar rationale. 

Claims 69 and 83 are similar in scope to claim 55 respectively, and are therefore rejected 
under similar rationale. 
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Claims 70 and 84 are similar in scope to claim 56 respectively, and are therefore rejected 
under similar rationale. 

Claims 71 and 85 are similar in scope to claim 57 respectively, and are therefore rejected 
under similar rationale. 

Claims 72 and 86 are similar in scope to claim 58 respectively, and are therefore rejected 
under similar rationale. 

Claims 73 and 87 are similar in scope to claim 59 respectively, and are therefore rejected 
under similar rationale. 

Response to Arguments 

5. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 46, 60 and 74 in light of Pu et al and AAPA 
have been fully considered and are persuasive. Therefore, the Pu et al and AAPA reference was 
removed. However, in light of Venturino et al., it is deemed that the arguments are not 
persuasive 

Applicant argues that Venturino fails to meet the requirement that the function key is not 
one of the alpha or numeric keys of the keypad and does not suggest dynamic assignment of 
functions to one or more keys on the device with an attendant display of a currently assigned 
function.. 

As noted in the previous office action, as well as being reiterated in this office action, it 
is well noted with citations at the end of appropriate limitations. As per the newly amended 
limitations, the Examiner believes that the teaching of the prior art as applied to the newly 
amended limitations are also being pointed in the rejection section above and are moot in view of 
the new ground(s) of rejection.. 
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Inquiry 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to MESEKER TAKELE whose telephone number is (571)270- 
1653. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday 7:30AM- 5:00PM est. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, William Bashore can be reached on (571) 272-4088. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/Meseker Takele/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 2175 



/William L. Bashore/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2175 



